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Minutes 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

 
June 6, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

M/M Senior Center  
3500 Marais Avenue, Royal Oak, MI 48073 

 
Present: Melanie Macey 
 Sue Wells 
 Hannah Holliday 
 Ryan Danescu 
 Perry Abbey 
  
Absent: Sarah Kindinger 
 Brigitta Burguess 
 Tony Rennpage 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

Moved by: Melanie Macey 
Seconded by: Perry Abbey 

Motion to approve the minutes of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Meeting of May 2, 2024. 

3. City Commission Comments 

Commissioner Macey reported that the new interim city manager, Mark 
Wollenweber, is on duty, and noted that the commission is working with a search 
firm to fill the position with a permanent manager. She reported on the America in 
Bloom media event at the 13 & Main park.  

4. Public Comment 

Chris Ott - 1305 Anne Drive - described and advocated for a proposed parking 
improvement at Lawson Park. 

Jordan Zupke - 929 Hilldale - advocated for a skate park and shared letters of 
support he received for the project.  

Tim Pare - 2310 Hawkins Ave proposed a second annual slow roll bicycle ride 
event for the fall of 2024. 

Page 2 of 19



 

 2 

Paul Temerowski - 738 Parent Ave - spoke regarding the proposed parking 
project at Lawson Park, noting his concern for the safety of children on streets 
where parked cars make visibility difficult. He supports a dedicated parking area.  

Susan Gilbert - 1219 Irving - spoke in support of the proposed Lawson Park 
parking reiterating the comments of other supporters.  

Bill G. - 1223 Irving - reiterated the safety concerns noted by other commenters, 
described people double parking, parking on the berm, and other concerns. Is 
supportive of a parking solution.  

Mike Thompson - 1210 Irving - spoke positively about the park, noting that its 
popularity has contributed to the congested parking problem and supports the 
proposed parking project.  

5. Business 

5.a Presentation of Proposed Improvement at Patricia Paruch Park 

Judy Davids, Community Engagement Specialist presented a proposal for 
improvements to Patricia Paruch Park using donated funds from the 
Paruch Family. The proposal consisted of a sandbox and related toys, 
describing how Patricia was an avid fossil collector and that the proposed 
improvement would be a good way to honor her. 

Member Danescu suggested the addition of a bench, and Director Filipski 
noted that the capital improvement plan has money for benches. 

Moved by: Melanie Macey 
Seconded by: Hannah Holliday 

The Royal Oak Parks and Recreation Advisory Board approves the 
recommended improvements at Patricia Paruch Park and recommends 
presenting the plan to City Commission for further consideration. 

Motion Adopted 
 

5.b Discussion of Summer 2024 Meeting Schedule 

The board discussed the options for meeting in August and agreed to 
meet on August 1st. 

Moved by: Perry Abbey 
Seconded by: Ryan Danescu 

The board moves to confirm the August 1, 2024 meeting. 

Motion Adopted 
 

5.c Proposed Park and Recreation Capital Improvement Planning 
Calendar for FY 25-26 Projects 
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The group discussed the proposed engagement plan for park capital 
improvement planning as presented by Director Filipski. The group 
suggested changing the 'public hearing' to October from September and 
requested that the public form refer to capital improvement 'projects' as 
'ideas' instead. 

Moved by: Melanie Macey 
Seconded by: Hannah Holliday 

Motion to approve the proposed park CIP planning process, as proposed, 
with amended changes that tentatively sets the related 'public hearing' for 
October, and refers to resident-submitted proposals as 'ideas' instead of 
projects. 

Motion Adopted 
 

5.d Discussion and/or Approval of Proposed Bylaw Revisions 

Moved by: Hannah Holliday 
Seconded by: Ryan Danescu 

Motion to approve the draft bylaws, with revisions to remove reference to 
the Officer-at-Large position and to present the same to city commission 
for approval and adoption. 

Motion Adopted 
 

5.e Discussion of Parking Alterations at Lawson Park 

Director Filipski provided a brief summary of the proposal and facilitated a 
discussion. Board members discussed the proposal and were supportive. 

Moved by: Perry Abbey 
Seconded by: Ryan Danescu 

Motion in support of further pursuing the addition of parking for Lawson 
Park along the south side of Parent Ave., contingent upon neighbor 
support and the identification of a funding source.  

Motion Adopted 
 

6. Items Not on the Agenda 

6.a Discussion of Location for Additional Play Structure Purchased by 
Recreation Department 

The board discussed location options for installing the previously-
purchased but unassigned play structure. Because there is currently no 
play structure at Gunn Dyer park, the board was supportive of installing it 
there. 
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Moved by: Melanie Macey 
Seconded by: Hannah Holliday 

Motion to approve installation of the previously purchased but unassigned 
'Kensington' play structure at Gunn Dyer Park. 

Motion Adopted 
 

6.b Grant Subcommittee Report 

Member Abbey provided a brief report on the subcommittee's work and 
discussed Michigan DNR grants.  

7. Upcoming Events 

Members discussed the upcoming Juneteenth celebration at Centennial 
Commons.  

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

9. Next Meeting: 

August 1, 2024 
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                                                                                                                                                    City of Royal Oak 
                                                                                                                               Department of Public Services 
                                                                                                                            1600 North Campbell Road 

                                                                                                                                                 Royal Oak, MI 48067 
 

 

Eagle Scout Project Proposal 
Quickstad Park Lost and Found Stations 

7.22.2024 
 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Members: 
 
Attached is a detailed plan and proposal from Ashton Firek, an Eagle Scout candidate, for the 
construction and installation of lost and found stations near the Quickstad Park soccer fields.  
 
DPS administrative and maintenance staff reviewed the proposal and found no issues that 
would negatively impact operations. Because this is a public service project, there are no costs 
to the city. 
 
Mr. Firek is aware that the City retains the right to remove these at any point if they become 
damaged, dangerous, or otherwise creates a nuisance. 
 
I recommend approving this proposed project. If the board agrees, the following resolution is 
proposed: 
 
The Royal Oak Parks and Recreation Advisory Board approves the construction and installation 
of lost and found stations at Quickstad Park as proposed.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Aaron Filipski 
Director, Public Services and Recreation 
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                                                                                                                                                    City of Royal Oak 
                                                                                                                               Department of Public Services 
                                                                                                                            1600 North Campbell Road 

                                                                                                                                                 Royal Oak, MI 48067 
 

 

Golf Course Discussion 
7.22.2024 

 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Members: 
 
The management agreement for the Royal Oak Golf Course is scheduled to expire at the end of 
2024. The current agreement includes an option to extend for an additional five years, pending 
satisfactory resolution of an outstanding dispute relating to sewer utility payments from the 
current vendor. 
 
In May 2024, the recreation department opened and reviewed sealed bids for golf course 
management services. One response was completely unrelated to the request for proposals, 
and the other proposed the city pay the vendor for providing management services – a 
deviation from the current arrangement whereby the vendor leases the space for a fee and 
maintains the remainder of the proceeds. As such, both responses were dismissed from further 
consideration. 
 
City staff deliberated on next steps, and determined that it would be worthwhile to issue a 
revised bid and advertise it more broadly to see if it generates any renewed interest. The bid 
will be reissued in late summer.  
 
There are several issues related to the course that, in my view, make it less than appealing for 
potential operators. Among the most impactful issues is the condition of the dated facilities, 
which would require significant capital investments either from the city up front, or from a 
potential vendor in exchange for a long-term lease. 
 
These considerations require city leadership to examine if a) the city owned golf course 
provides sufficient value to recreation programming to justify prioritizing it and funding 
necessary improvements, and b) if not, what potential uses can be made of the space to 
enhance our recreational amenities. 
 
The purpose of this report is to solicit general feedback from board members about their view 
on the value of the golf course and whether they would be supportive of considering alternative 
development and/or uses. This information will serve as a starting point for future 
considerations. Because this is a ‘discussion’ item, no formal board action is required.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Aaron Filipski 
Director, Public Services and Recreation 
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