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Agenda 
Royal Oak Citizens Traffic Committee Meeting 

City Hall, 203 S. Troy Street 
Royal Oak, MI  48067 

 
Tuesday, January 23, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 

City Commission Chambers 
 

Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
is asked to contact the City Clerk’s office at 248.246.3050 at least two (2) business days prior to the meeting.   

 
 

1.  Call to Order 

2.  Roll Call and Preamble 

3.  Previous Minutes – November 28, 2023 

4.  Public Comment 

5.  Rescheduled Items and Old Business 
5A. Results of November Traffic Committee Recommendations to city commission 

6.  Agenda Items 
6A. Petition to install speed humps on Northwood Boulevard between Woodward Avenue 

and Crooks Road 

7.  Information Only Items 

8.  Adjourn 

 



Engineering Division 
203 South Troy Street 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 

248.246.3260 
 
 

Citizens Traffic Committee Meeting 
January 23, 2024   6:30 P.M. 
Agenda Explanation 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 
Preamble 
 
"The Traffic Committee consists of Royal Oak property owners appointed by the City Commission. 
We are volunteers and are not paid or elected. What we decide tonight is merely a 
recommendation to the City Commission. If you do not agree with the findings or decisions of this 
committee, you may go before the City Commission and petition and/or discuss your issue with 
them. At this meeting you will be given an opportunity to speak during your item on the agenda. 
However, at the City Commission meeting, you must be recognized during "public comment" on 
their agenda, not when the Traffic Committee resolutions are being voted upon. Otherwise, you 
will not be able to voice your concerns. 
 
It is important to understand that professionals make preliminary recommendations to the Traffic 
Committee. They consist of civil and traffic engineers, outside consultants and public safety 
officials. You may have been informed that these professionals have denied your request or 
petition. This denial does not mean that this committee will vote that way; however, we are 
committed to discussing the issues at hand in a pragmatic and sensible manner. Our ultimate 
recommendation to the City Commission will be one that benefits our citizens and community as 
a whole." 
 
Note – the recommendations from the Citizens Traffic Committee meeting are scheduled 
to be presented to the City Commission at the 7:30 p.m., February 12, 2024 meeting. 
 

 
3. Minutes – November 28, 2023 

 
 

4. Public Comment – Items Not on the Agenda 
 

 
5. Rescheduled Items and Old Business 

 
5.A  Results of November Traffic Committee Recommendations to city commission  
 
Staff brought the November 28, 2023 Citizens Traffic Committee recommendations to the 
December 18, 2023 commission meeting. The city commission approved all items as 
recommended by the traffic committee.  Additionally, for item 6D regarding the audible pedestrian 
signals on 13 Mile Road, the commission directed staff to expedite the design to allow for 
installation in 2024. 
 



   
 

6. Agenda Items 
 
6.A Petition to install speed humps on Northwood Boulevard between Woodward 

Avenue and Crooks Road 
 
Staff plans to resurface Northwood Boulevard in 2024, and staff previously presented traffic 
calming options at the September 26, 2023 traffic committee meeting.  Ultimately the city 
commission approved some minor calming improvements, and also declassified Northwood as a 
priority snowplow route.  Now that Northwood is not a snowplow route, it qualifies for the 
installation of speed humps.  Staff prepared a petition, which was circulated and returned for 
approval. 
 
The Staff Traffic Committee has reviewed this request and determined that: 

• Northwood Boulevard is a boulevard road consisting of 22-foot wide pavement in each 
direction and consisting of composite pavement with curb and gutter. 

• The city previously requested traffic measurements from the TIA for volumes and 
speeding during past traffic studies.  The results showed 85th percentile speeds ranging 
from 25 to 30 mph, and traffic volumes ranging from 1,773 to 2,017 vehicles per day. 

• Staff prepared an initial petition and associated exhibit showing the proposed speed hump 
locations.  After circulating the petition and finding that some required signatures could not 
be obtained, the petitioner requested that several locations be adjusted in order to get the 
petition approved.  Staff made adjustments which are shown as the “orange” speed humps 
in the included exhibit.  Where changes were made, the affected property owners signed 
the revised drawing to indicate they were still in favor of the speed humps.  The signed 
petition in the attachments includes these signed drawings. 

• A snippet of the final speed hump plan is provided on the following pages, which shows 
eight speed humps in each direction of travel, for a total of 16 speed humps. 
On the exhibit, residents that signed in favor of the petition have a “green” box around the 
address.



   
 

 



   
 

 



   
 

 



   
 



 

 
     

 

• A summary of the speed hump criteria follows: 

Speed Hump Criteria Northwood Evaluation 
The road must be classified as a Local Road under the National 
Functional Classification of Roads (NFC).   
The street must be paved already.  

 
The street must not be on a primary fire route, a high priority 
street for snow plowing, or primary school bus or transit route. 
The Police Department, Fire Department and Department of 
Public Services must not have any operational objections to the 
installation of speed humps.  

 

There must be space to allow for speed humps 300 to 600 feet 
apart.  
There must be space to install speed humps outside the influence 
of property driveways and intersections.   
The 85th percentile speed as measured by a three-day speed 
study must be 28 mph or higher.   

(28, 29, 30 mph measured) 
The average daily traffic volume must be at least 300 vehicles 
per day as measured by a three-day traffic count.   

(1,773 – 2,017 vpd 
measured) 

65% of residents must petition for the installation.  
 

(50/71 = 70.4%) 
100% of properties on either side of each hump must be in favor 
of the petition. (#1303, 1309, 1314, 1427, 1428, 1432, 1433, 1514, 1519, 
1525, 1708, 1711, 1712, 1805, 1914, 2013, 2104, 2110, 2135, 2204, 2210 
Northwood, 1903 Sycamore)  

Speed humps will consist of asphalt or concrete material unless 
otherwise approved.  

 

• One of the speed humps located for northbound Northwood Blvd. is located very close to 
the Lloyd Avenue intersection.  The adjacent property owner at 1805 Northwood signed 
in favor of this installation.  This hump is at the edge of the intersection, but is technically 
not within the intersection.  This hump could be skipped altogether, resulting in a spacing 
of 829 feet between speed humps, which would require a variance from the approved 
speed hump criteria. 
Staff is able to help mitigate the speed hump proximity to the intersection by slightly 
extending the median island.  The island can be extended approximately 10 feet without 
affecting thru traffic on Lloyd or turning movements as shown below.  Staff plans to include 
this work as part of the road project: 



 

 
 

 
• All the required criteria for speed humps have been met. If approved, construction of the 

humps will be included in the 2024 Northwood Boulevard Water Main Improvements and 
Resurfacing project. 

Suggested Staff Recommendation: To install 16 speed humps on Northwood Boulevard 
between Woodward Avenue and Crooks Road with associated chevron road markings and 
“Speed Hump 20 MPH” signs. 
Estimated cost: $91,900 

 Moved by:  Dave Cummins  

 Supported by:  Doug Hedges  

   
 

7. Information Only Items 
 
 

 
8. Adjourn 

Proposed 
speed hump 

LLOYD 

10’ Median 
extension 

#1805 

SB NORTHWOOD 

NB NORTHWOOD 
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Engineering Division 
203 South Troy Street 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 

Citizens Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes 
November 28, 2023 

A regular meeting of the Royal Oak Citizens Traffic Committee was held on Tuesday, November
28, 2023, in the commission chambers at City Hall, 203 S. Troy Street, Royal Oak.

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Godek at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Roll Call:

Present Also Present
Dan Godek, Chairperson Holly J. Donoghue, City Engineer
Carl Laubach, Vice Chairperson Amy Kelly, Municipal Clerk III
Thomas Allen Lt Brian Kucel
Sean Dunlop 
Samantha Grant 
Joe Labataille 
Austin Schneider, Alternate 

3. Approval of Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes of September 26, 2023

Member Allen noted that he was not able to read the minutes that were emailed to him, they did
not open correctly on his computer.

Moved by: Samantha Grant 

Supported by: Carl Laubach 

Yeas – Austin Schneider, Dan Godek, Samantha Grant, Joe Labataille, Carl Laubach, Sean 
Dunlop

Abstain – Thomas Allen 

4. Public Comment

Chairperson Godek opened the floor to public comment. 

Gail McGuire of 4456 Arlington noted that she wants deer crossing signs on Greenfield Road. 
She states that many deer cross the road and it is extremely dangerous.  She said that the 
road commission for Oakland County was not willing to install the signs. 

Chairperson Godek closed public comment.  He noted that he is moving item 6E to be 
presented first this evening. 
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5. Rescheduled Items/Old Business 

 
5.A  Results of September Traffic Committee Recommendations to city commission  
 
Staff brought the September 26, 2023 Citizens Traffic Committee recommendations to the 
October 9, 2023 commission meeting. The city commission approved all items as recommended 
by the traffic committee except for Item 6B – Marais Traffic Calming. The commission opted to 
move forward with installation of the three chicane bump outs presented in the staff exhibit, and 
this is tentatively scheduled to be constructed in summer 2024. 
 

 
6. Agenda Items 
 
6.A Review of speeding concerns on Benjamin Avenue between Webster Road and 13 

Mile Road 
 
A request was received from Sara Bertolini of 3037 Benjamin Avenue asking for solutions to the 
constant speeding of vehicles down the block. She has called the police non-emergency many 
times to request additional enforcement and is looking for a more permanent solution to increase 
the safety of residents and children on the block.  Staff also received an additional request from 
Kenneth Hellonen of 2705 Benjamin regarding speeding vehicles between Webster and Shaw. 
  
The findings of the Staff Traffic Committee were presented by Holly Donoghue, P.E.  Engineer 
Donoghue presented three traffic calming options. 
 
Chairperson Godek opened the floor to those interested in speaking on this issue. 
 

• Dave Stanesa of 3025 Benjamin – does not think the speeding issue is a big deal, he does 
not want a traffic circle in front of his home, has a large family with grown children and 
they have 5-6 cars to park. 

 
• Beth St Thomas of 2611 Benjamin – thinks speeding is a problem, has a 3 year old.  Wants 

no through trucks signs and has seen 18-wheelers use Benjamin as a cut through.   
 
• Ken Hellonen of 2705 Benjamin – sits on porch many days and thinks that people saw the 

‘hose’ for the traffic counts and slowed down; he thinks the speeds are higher than the 
study shows.  He wants traffic circles, thinks there are a lot of speeders and something 
needs to be done. 

 
• Erin Krause of 3026 Benjamin – had a question about the chicane design at the driveways 

across from the chicane’s.  Engineer Donoghue noted that the driveways will be extended 
out to the new edge of curb where there is a chicane.  The city would pay for the new 
driveway approaches, but then homeowners would be responsible for maintenance and 
also cutting of additional grass. 

 
• Robert Baker of 3022 Benjamin – agrees there is a speeding problem.  He noted that truck 

traffic is a huge problem.  He noted DPS tree removal service was taking down a city tree 
and they almost got hit while working. 
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• Jeffrey Mallmann of 2904 Benjamin – is worried about the snow plow hitting the chicanes 
or traffic circles. 

 
• Anne Dunlop of 2815 Benjamin does not like traffic circles and thinks they make the street 

feel like a non-residential area.  One of the chicanes is right in front of her house; she is 
not opposed to it but wants a better neighborhood feel.  Noted that at Shaw and Benjamin 
people miss the stop sign, wants to make it more visible. 

 
• Nonresident Margaret Winn – attended to speak for persons affected with low vision and 

noted concerns about bikers using the route, particularly for impaired vision.  Engineer 
Donoghue noted that Benjamin does not have a bike lane, the street is only a bike route 
where drivers and bikes share the road.  There will be signs at each chicane indicatingthat 
the road shifts.   

 
• James Clemens of 2508 Benjamin – he is the first house north of Webster, his truck was 

hit when it was parked on the street.  He wants something done, big trucks are an 
enormous problem, has seen other streets where they have signs that say no trucks. 

 
• John Devereaux of 2915 Benjamin – trucks traffic is a problem that has increased over 

time. 
 
• Joyce Heenan - 4381 Arden Place – wants the traffic circle option to consider plants in the 

middle or other greenery in the middle of the circles. 
 

Chairperson Godek closed public comment. 

The Traffic Committee recommends adopting the staff recommendations to install four 
mini traffic circles on Benjamin Avenue between Webster Road and 13 Mile Road and to 
consider installation of bump-outs at the intersection of Shaw Street and Benjamin Avenue 
to make the stop signs more visible. 
Estimated cost: $39,000 (traffic circles only) 
 

 Moved by: Austin Schneider  
 Supported by:  Thomas Allan  

Motion adopted 
Yeas – Austin Schneider, Thomas Allan, Dan Godek, Samantha Grant, Joe Labataille, Carl 

Laubach 
Nays – Sean Dunlop 

 
 
6.B Proposal to close portion of Arden Place and install rain garden 
 
Staff has drafted stormwater and roadway improvements on Arden Place south of Grandview 
Road based on excessive road ponding complaints in the past.  The city attempted to obtain grant 
funds for green infrastructure improvements over the past several years, but was not awarded.  
The city commission has directed staff to use American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding for 
green infrastructure improvements in the city over the next few years, and this drafted project was 
an ideal candidate for 2024 construction. 
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Staff’s proposed improvements would eliminate a segment of roadway on Arden Place, and so 
this is being presented to the traffic committee for comment and neighborhood feedback. 

The findings of the Staff Traffic Committee were presented by Holly Donoghue, P.E.   
 
Chairperson Godek opened the floor to those interested in speaking on this issue.   
 

• David Hanna of 4364 Arden Place – provided pictures of his flooded home, bought 4 years 
ago and has lost 2 cars to flooding, garage and driveway.  Flooding comes from the back 
and sides of the house. 
 

• Charles Laurencelle of 4367 Arden Place – noted that the road flooding is above the 
knees.  There is one sewer on his side of the street – 4364 catch basin is the only exit for 
the facility.  He wants to know what will happen with the sewers under this design.  He 
noted that funeral home overflow traffic often parks on Arden Place and the street needs 
to be wider for the extra parking and for the leaves, wants another 10 feet for parking.   
 

• Mrs. Laurencelle of 4367 Arden Place – has been here for 50 years, noted that new 
families are moving in.  There are six children under the age of 6, and she does not want 
a deep hole or the rain garden as it is dangerous for children. 
 

• Justin of 4361 Arden Place – wanted more information on what the rain garden would look 
like. 
 

• Edith Szubeczak of 4324 Arden Place – does not like how Pioneer Park was fixed, it is a 
horrible eyesore and this project has to be a much better design.  She does not want a 
large hole in the ground like Pioneer Park. 
 

• Joyce Heenan of 4381 Arden Place – noted that the water ponds really high on the street, 
and they do not park in the street anytime it rains. The immediate rushing water when it 
starts raining is the problem.  She had concerns that there was a spillway across from her 
house.  
 

• David Jaglois of 4308 Arden Place – please make it look good and solve the problem. 
 
The Traffic Committee recommends adopting the staff recommendation to close off a 
portion of Arden Place, extend residential driveways and install a rain garden. 
 
Estimated cost: $913,000 (preliminary estimate for entire project) 
 

 Moved by: Thomas Allen  

 Supported by: Joe Labataille  

Motion adopted unanimously 
 

 
6.C Request to install Stop or Yield sign at T-intersection of Hillside Drive and Springer 

Avenue  
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A request was received by Silvia Enea of 4115 Springer Avenue to install a stop or yield sign for 
north or southbound Hillside Drive at Springer Avenue. She states that this is a three-way 
intersection and there is currently no signage to indicate which street has the right-of-way and 
this has almost caused severe collisions, mainly for north/south traffic on Hillside Drive. 

The findings of the Staff Traffic Committee were presented by Holly Donoghue, P.E. 
 
Chairperson Godek opened the floor to those interested in speaking on this issue. 

• Anita Springer of 4140 Colonial Drive – this is a dangerous and confusing intersection and 
she wants it to be a three-way stop.  She has seen that drivers not know what to do when 
they get to the intersection. 

Chairperson Godek closed public comment. 
 
The Traffic Committee recommends adopting the staff recommendation to deny the 
request for additional Yield/Stop signs Hillside Drive at Springer Avenue. 

Estimated cost: $0 
 

 Moved by: Carl Laubach  

 Supported by: Thomas Allen  

 Motion adopted unanimously 
 

 
6.D Request to install audible pedestrian signals along 13 Mile Road between 

Woodward Avenue and Greenfield Road 
 
A request was received from Anita Springer to install audible pedestrian signals along 13 Mile 
Road. Her 10-year old son is visually impaired and navigating across the major road to and from 
the Woodward Corners businesses, Beaumont and other neighborhoods and parks would greatly 
increase his accessibility to goods and services and independence in the city and would also 
benefit other families in the Beverly Hills subdivision and nearby apartments. 
 
The findings of the Staff Traffic Committee were presented by Holly Donoghue, P.E.  She also 
noted that the Road Commission for Oakland County recently agreed to install audible pedestrian 
signals at 13 Mile Road and Greenfield Road when they replace the traffic signal in late 2024. 
 
Chairperson Godek opened the floor to those interested in speaking on this issue.   
 

• Anita Springer of 4140 Colonial Drive – noted that this request is not only for her son, but 
for other visually impaired persons that should have access to the medical campus and 
all other facilities.  The city should consider grants as a funding source. there are more 
pedestrians in general that access the campus.  She wants this work done in 2024, not 
2025. She noted that MDOT did call her back to discuss with her options for Woodward. 

 
• Margret Winn  - non resident who works with Oakland County schools – wants city to do 

research on what company to use and what to specify for the signals.  She noted that in 
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downtown Rochester it announces specific information about roads and cardinal 
directions, and if you press and hold it will vibrate.  

 
• Bill Springer of 3310 Vinsetta – Father of child at 4140 Colonial Drive, please consider 

doing it in 2024 not 2025.  He was skeptical of the $20,000 cost estimate.  He does not 
want his son to miss out on learning his surroundings and being mobile by waiting any 
longer.   

 
• John Devereaux of 2915 Benjamin – he lives by 13 Mile Road and has a visually 

impaired daughter.  He supports this request and wants to encourage city to move it to 
2024. 

 
The Traffic Committee recommends adopting the staff recommendation to include 
installation of audible pedestrian signals on 13 Mile Road at the intersections of Beaumont 
Hospital and Shrine High School for a future installation and to include this in the city’s 
capital improvement plan. 
Estimated cost: $40,000 

 Moved by:  Thomas Allen  

 Supported by:  Sean Dunlop  

Motion adopted unanimously 
 

 
6.E Request to remove barrier curb from public alley near Woodward Avenue and 

Benjamin Road 
 
A request was received from Timothy Pare of 2310 Hawkins to remove the barrier curb and widen 
the approach for the public alley that intersects Benjamin Avenue just east of Woodward Avenue.  
He notes that delivery trucks to the pet store have difficulty entering due to the tight turn and that 
cars have needed be towed from trying to drive over it.  He also requests that the no left turn from 
the public alley should be removed.   
The findings of the Staff Traffic Committee were presented by Holly Donoghue, P.E. 
 
Chairperson Godek opened the floor to those interested in speaking on this issue. 
 

• Timothy Pare of 2310 Hawkins – he noted that turning into the alley is very hard to do and 
is dangerous.  He said that the pet store manager said many people have had to be towed 
off of it.  Some delivery vehicles cannot make the turn because of the curb there, so they 
go down Benjamin and then to Hawkins to try and get into the parking lots. He noted that 
a lot of vehicles try to access the business lots from Hawkins, which is not possible, and 
so a lot of cars turn around in the driveway across from his house each day. He said this 
is unacceptable considering the kids on the street.   

 
Chairperson Godek closed public comment. 
 
The Traffic Committee recommends adopting the staff recommendation to deny the 
request to reconfigure the public alley driveway and remove the “no left turn” sign for the 
alley north of Benjamin Avenue just east of Woodward Avenue. 
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Estimated cost: $0 
 

 Moved by: Thomas Allen  

 Supported by: Samantha Grant  

 Motion adopted unanimously 
 

 
7. Information Only Items 
None 

 
8.       Adjourn 
Upon the motion of Dan Godek, seconded by Thomas Allen, and adopted unanimously, the 
regular meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
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Northwood Blvd. - Speed Hump Petition

1519 Northwood - Donald Callihan
_______________________________________

1525 Northwood - Oliva Chivas or Jack Tenbusch
_______________________________________

1514 Northwood - Mazzocco Family Trust
_______________________________________

still in favor of installing the speed humps.
location near my property has changed and am 
I understand that the proposed speed hump 
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Speed Hump Detail (Plan)

above existing pavement
height is 3.5 inches 
Note: speed hump 
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1303 Northwood - Jeffrey or Vera Hampton
_______________________________________

1309 Northwood - Shannon O'Brien
_______________________________________

1314 Northwood - First Congregational Church
_______________________________________

1428 Northwood - John or Cathleen Nagle
_______________________________________

1432 Northwood - Lorne Gottesman
_______________________________________

still in favor of installing the speed humps.
location near my property has changed and am 
I understand that the proposed speed hump 
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