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Historical Significance and Building History 

The Village of Royal Oak was laid out in 1836, and formally platted in 1838 
by Shennan Stevens. Stevens purchased lands from Joseph Parshall, which 
included about 80 acres. Bound by First Street (11 Mile Road) on the north, 
West Street on the west, Eighth Street (Lincoln Avenue) on the south, and 
Troy Street on the east, the plat contained forty-two blocks, and comprises 
most of the current downtown business district. 

The commercial center grew, and more people made Royal Oak their home. 
On November 8, 1921, just 30 years after being incorporated as a village, 
Royal Oak became a city. 

The importance of the railroad was central to the early development of 
Royal Oak. As a station on the railroad, Royal Oak took on a special 
significance. With the boom in population during the first decades of the 
century numerous commercial endeavors soon opened. Community 
businesses in 1877 included the railroad company's buildings, a steam 
sawmill, three blacksmith-shops, one hotel, three general stores, one 
millinery-store, and two drug stores. 

In 1916, fire insurance maps indicated over 70 buildings related to 
commerce. These included plumbing suppliers, offices, grocery stores, 
jewelers, lumberyards, and banks within the limits of the village. This 
number continued to rise, with more of the original village plat being taken 
over by commercial properties. By the mid-1920's, entire blocks of Main 
Street and Washington Avenue were lined with stores, banks and shops. 

It was during this time that the Royal Oak Savings Bank first opened its 
doors on Nov. 5th, 1923, two years after the Village was incorporated as a 
City. This was a period of tremendous growth for Royal Oak's downtown 
commercial center and the surrounding neighborhoods. The rapid industrial 
expansion of Detroit and Pontiac created a boom in population which took 
place in the first three decades of the century. In 1900, Royal Oak's 
population was less than 500, burgeoning to nearly 23,000 by the early 30's. 
This growth is often also attributed to improvements in transportation that 
included the expansion of railroad facilities, the widening of Woodward, and 
the availability of the automobile. 
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Detroit's automobile industry was setting the pace for world industry and the 
major plants were within a twenty minute ride of Royal Oak As workers, 
businessmen and their families descended upon the area, vast sections of 
vacant farmlands were transformed into thriving residential districts, Royal 
Oak's needs for the full compliment of civic and commercial buildings 
associated with a growing, cosmopolitan City were quickly met, 

It was at this time, when building permits were being issued at a rate of one 
every 1,7 days, that architect Frederick D, Madison and general contractor 
N. A. Starr came together to create the Royal Oak Savings Bank, and the 
Royal Oak Savings Bank Building. Their collaborative efforts contributed 
immensely to the transformation of Royal Oak into what was then 
considered to be one of the premiere communities in the State, 

The Royal Oak Savings Bank Building has served the community as a civic 
center, having housed a variety of commercial and financial institutions over 
the decades. The entire second floor of the building was occupied by the 
Masonic Temple Lodge. In 1924 the Royal Oak Library moved into its large 
new quarters on the southernmost, Fifth Street corner, During this boom 
period book circulation increased dramatically and the library had grown 
from 2,400 volumes in 1916 to 13,000 volumes in its new home, The next 
space north of the library housed the Maisons Restaurant, and The Royal 
Oak Department Store occupied the space directly next door to the Savings 
Bank 

In 1930 The Royal Oak Savings Bank expanded its services and became the 
State Trust and Savings Bank. In the late 1930's, The Wayne-Oakland Bank 
made the block its home and enlarged its space to occupy the areas which 
had previously been the Royal Oak Department Store. The May 22nd

, 1941, 
Royal Oak Daily Tribune article states, "The Main Street wall of the store 
building will be blocked up ... The bronze and marble teller cages will be 
removed and a new type cage witl1 low counters installed." In 1945, Wayne­
Oakland expanded again, creating quite a stir within the business 
community. The November 29th 

Daily Tribune article reads, "Five 
businesses will be displaced ... bank expands in the whole building." "The 
Main Barber Shop may close because no new quarters have been found," 
The Department of Recreation, The Chamber of Commerce, a legal practice 
and Dentist office were also slated to relocate according to the article. 
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