Elizabeth Hamer (c.1824-1913)
and Henry Hamer (c.1816-1899) Learn More!

Life in Kentucky Learn more about Elizabeth and Henry Hamer at
Elizabeth and Henry Hamer were enslaved in the Royal Oak Historical Society Museum.
Kentucky. They both worked in the house and
businesses of Henry Bruce, Jr. They were trusted 1411 W. Webster Rd.
by their enslaver. Royal Oak, Ml 48073

248-439-1501

A Journey to Freedom royaloakhistoricalsociety.org

In August 1856, Elizabeth and Henry escaped
from slavery. They crossed the Ohio River from
Covington, Kentucky, to Cincinnati, Ohio.
Cincinnati was known for helping people escape
slavery. Even though the journey was dangerous,
they made it safely to Windsor, Ontario, after a
few weeks. In March 1857, Elizabeth had their
son Charles in Canada. Their escape was
motivated by wanting a better life for their
family.

The museum is open:
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
1-4p.m.

Today, some of the Hamer
descendants, like activist

Life in Royal Oak Township - W Lakeesha Morrison (shown on
By 1860, Elizabeth and Henry were living in ,_ . AL left), still live on part of the
Royal Oak Township, which is now the City of | B land Henry and Elizabeth
Royal Oak. They worked hard and saved enough _ \ 2. N bought in Royal Oak more
money to buy five acres of land. Henry worked . | '@ 3 B\ than 160 years ago!

on farms, and Elizabeth took care of the house
and helped deliver babies as a midwife. They
were loved by their community. Today, some of
their descendants still live on part of the land
they bought in Royal Oak.

Their Legacy
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Elizabeth and Henry Hamer's journey from ,ﬁj’%ﬁ

slavery to freedom shows their strength and *‘fﬁﬁé};“
determination to build a better life. Their story ﬁfﬁ* vk
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reminds us of the bravery it took for African ﬁéi«%
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Americans to escape slavery and start new lives.
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1.Location of the
Hamer Farm

2.Location of the
Elizabeth Hamer
Monument

3.Elizabeth,
Henry, and their
six children are
buried in their

Photo of Elizabeth
Hamer with two

of her children
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I family plotin
Northwood Royal Oak
Elementary O, Cemetery

Edna Finch talk about her
gmndparen*s.

Did you Know?

September was Ipic/eeal for
/néma*ional Underground

Railroad Month because two

7[0IVY)0MS freea/om see/eers,

Elizabeth and /'/enry Hamer have been

nationally recognized. honored, and verified Fr ea/gric/e Doug/ass and
as freedZm—seekers by the National Park Harriet Tub_man, escaped from
Service's National Mn;ergifouna/ Railroad slaver Y dur ng this month.

Network 1o Freedom. Their s*ory 7
illustrates that all humankind embraces the
righf fo se/f—c{eferminafion anq/ freedom { L
from oppression. Thei are buried a/o??g

with their descendants in the Royal Oak = NATIONAL

Cemefer}j, located at 17 Mile an ain St. UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
NETWORK TO FREEDOM



