


x

- & Y

o o

- e = -
v S N T s

~

X
M
|
g v

e










RS -
Oua

ROYAL OAK HIGH SCHOOL
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN




The school has been the center of our lives, the focal point of four
years of work and play. |t may be likened to a prism which receives
and bends rays of light. The school has received us as students, and
bent us as beams of light. Each beam represented an individual,
pursuing his own course, but who was in turn, to center his interests
on the four main facets of his high school career — the classes,

sports, activities, and seniors.

Each of us has been affected in many ways by our school; we have
had the time and opportunity to explore the four facets, to discover
where our interests lay. Some of us have felt more at home in exploring
one facet than another, because that phase of our school life seemed
most important. A few students probably have done little more than
touched each ray and have not explored the part of life to which
it leads.

Yet, there have been others who have worked for the benefits at
the end of each ray; they have worked equally in all phases and have
found enjoyment and knowledge in their work.

In the following pages we will look more closely at our four main

facets and the "beams of light"" which comprised them. We will recall

the various moods, thoughts, jokes, and ideas which we developed as

we participated in our school program.

We have entered here to learn, and we are ready to go forth to

serve, but we will always be indebted to the school, our prism.




CLASSES

SPORTS

ACTIVITIES

SENIORS




We, the class of June, 1955, dedi-
cate our Oak to a 1943 graduate
of Royal Oak High and a present
chemistry teacher, Mr. Richard
Hursh.

Our class will always be indebted
to him for his help in chemistry even
though we made it almost impos-
sible for him to convince us that
three liters and two liters equal four
liters, let alone that Na,SO5+
2HC|—2NaCl +S0O5 +H50!
Those of us who worked with him

on the track team and on the swim-

ming team are also grateful to him

tor his pep talks, advice, and easy-
going manner.

Dedicating this yearbook to Mr.
Hursh is our way of saying thank
you. We are proud to honor him
for all he has done for us.




GOOD BYE,
MRS. BOHLEN

Mrs. Louise Bohlen

After twenty years as an art teacher at
Royal Oak High School, Mrs. Louise Bohlen
is retiring.

She began her teaching career in a country
school, but after two years she transferred
to Ferris Institute where she remained for
thirty-six months. After an additional eight
years at Grand Rapids Central High and a
year in Detroit, Mrs. Bohlen joined the
ROHS faculty.

Her theory of instructing art classes not by
supervision but by inspiration has been ef-
fective, for many former students have
gone on to successful art careers. She has
often thought of going into commercial art
herself, but her interest in young people
has been so strong that she never made the
change.

Mrs. Bohlen's plans for the future include
teaching adult education courses in ceram-
ics and copper enameling at Royal Oak
High next fall.
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The first ray in the prism focused on our
classes, those sessions in which we con-
tinued to struggle with readin’, writin', and
'rithmetic. As freshmen, we were puzzled
by all the adjustments of high school, but
even more so by some of our courses. Al-
gebra was a foreign language that we had
trouble interpreting; English was the same
old thing, but somehow it managed to be-
come even more complicated; and in our
civics classes, we forgot what was north and
what was south in our state.

Sophomore classes held a wider variety of
things about which to learn. Those inter-
ested in commercial and secretarial work
took typing and shorthand, while vocation-
ally minded students began work in the
shops.

In connection with retailing and other com-
mercial courses, some of us worked in the
co-op training program, doing secretarial
work, selling, and sometimes bookkeeping.
College prep students delved into world
history and a foreign language, and every-
one read Julius Caesar.

CLASSES

When we reached our junior year, we be-
gan to feel more like upperclassmen. Our
work remained a challenge to us, nonethe-
less, and U.S. history and advanced algebra
caused much torn hair and chewed pencils.

We began our senior year under new cir-
cumstances. For the first time, we were
without homerooms, and classes lasted from
eight in the morning until almost five in
the afternoon. Many of us found schedules
a little inconvenient, but we learned to take
them in stride. Classes continued as usual,
just as interesting and especially exciting,
for graduation was only ten months away.
We tried to reduce our class loads to have
time for senior activities, but we were still
able to study trig, physics, government, and
advanced comp. As juniors in chemistry,
we learned how to blow up the school, but
in sociology, we learned why we shouldn't.
Some classes we liked; others we felt were
forced upon us, but as we look back on
them, we realize that they were all a neces-
sary part of our preparation for the future.




ENGLISH CLASSES

Traditionally, English classes must be taken, but
are not to be enjoyed. This is a very bad situation,
since English is our native tongue, and to be con-
sidered literate, we must have at least a partial
grasp of it. This picture of distress is rapidly
changing in ROHS, however. Visual education,
phonograph records, recording devices, and better
books are supplementing the regular educational
aids. Soon T.V. will be used to increase the poten-
tial scope of learning. Many more valuable
and interesting new teaching techniques can be
foreseen. The future looks rosy for the new stu-
dents, but our years went something like this:

In the ninth grade ROHS freshmen battled dia-
graming from Warriners Handbook and spelling in
English classes.

Tenth grade classes concentrated on the classics,
Silas Marner, and the Rime of the Ancient Mariner.
And since no sophomore year would be complete
without coming to bury Caesar, the students read
Shakespeare's tragedy.

English 5 classes meant speeches galore to all jun-
iors in Miss Breclaw's and Mr. Mead's speech
classes.

American literature was covered by English 6 stu-
dents. Their reading introduced them to the blood
and thunder sermons. of Jonathan Edwards and the
subtle humor of James Thurber.

Then came English 7 and 8 featuring Shakespeare,
Milton, Chaucer, Keats, Shelly, and Charles
Dickens.

Upon graduation students had received a well-
rounded background in English. They, of course,
were glad it was all over, but they realized that it
was worthwhile.

Dynamic Mr. Coughlin puts across a point in his
advanced comp class at the beginning of the day
(1.), but by late afternoon (above) he is ex-
hausted!




In English 6, Bonnie Recht, Lisbeth Nisbett,
Joan Millard, Sharon Martin, Sharon Mac-
Kinder, Dick Lechleitner, and Gene Fran-
cis ponder over their reading assignments.

Going over some exciting detective stories
in English 2 are (l. to r.) Jim Leach, Anita
Pettersson, Pete Raymoure, and Lanette

Upton.

Rose Marie Loomis, Barb Baltzly, Margaret
Bearess, Marcia Bracher, and Ron Jones
seem unconvinced as Mr. Morren points
out how important the dictionary is to
advanced comp students.

Participating in a panel discussion in Mrs.
Goodrich's English 3 class are (l. to r.)
Kenneth Collier, Miles Young, John Rub-
ert, Rita Michel, and Bill Oleshansky.

Ray Vejack, a very happy corpse, plays
Julius Caesar with (l. to r.) Phyliss Man-
kee, Karen Last, Mike Jackson, Suzette
Kirkpatrick, and John Davis taking support-
ing roles, in English 4.

It looks like Chuck Charmatz and Mr.
Rosen are having a difference of opinion
on an English 7 question. Mickey Beigler,
Fred Nahabedian, and Marcia Wittmer

follow the action intently.

Norma Webb gets some tips from her ad-
vanced speech teacher, Mr. James Mead,
on how to use the microphone. Nancy
Eddy, Roberta Bouchard, Dale Palmer,
Melvin Ojala, Tom Hahn, Mike Apostall,
and Dave Sanford (l. to r.) listen, too.

Judy Angeloscci, Carlin Orr, Harold Las-
kie, Dick MacDonald, and Joyce Andrea-
son (l. to r.) pay close attention to a
speech by Joe Murray in Miss Breclaw's
English 5 class.
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A few seniors in ROHS can look back on four years
of math classes, although most of them remember
only general math or first year algebra.

Ninth graders entered algebra and struggled and

sweated to find the value of "x." One day, the

geniuses finally succeeded in finding it, only to have

the teacher give them homework for the next night MATH CLASS ES
in which they had to solve for the unknown all over

again. By 'Ile time they were ready to leave for

higher math, they had found at least four thousand

values for "x" and still were not sure which one was

correct.

Sophomores took geometry and were no longer
concerned with "x's"; now 'rley tried to prove that
two obviously straight lines were straight, and hav-
ing finished this, attempted to prove that circles
were round. They found how many degrees angles
contained and why they contained them. After a
year of proofs, hypotheses and theorems, they ad-

vanced another step in mastering math.

Juniors went happily into a more advanced algebra,
glad to work again with letters, instead of little
pictures. The work was harder than expected and
some budding mathematicians almost drove Miss
Gibson to distraction with their ignorance.

Finally, seniors entered Mrs. Hoffman's trig class,
their minds filled with tangents, co-sines, and other
confusing terms. The second half of the year was
devoted to solid geometry with Miss Kirk, where
they studied shapes of cones and spheres. It was
plane geometry all over again, this time in 3-D.

Carol Burns explains the problem to Bob Kauppi,
Joe Wickers, and Nancy Smith in Miss E. Schulte's
geometry class.

Grades appear to be falling in Mrs. Dyer's algebra
class as Ellen McMeeken and Robert Reeves indi-
cate with their graph. Fred Allor is trying to pick his
grades up.




Angles, etc. - - - Studying solid geometry are, left to right, Doug Marsh, Mike Cof-
feen, Tom Roberts, Art Gneiser, Phil Irvan, Claudia Taylor, Smith Cliffton, Robert
Brower, Sue MacMillan, Walter Allan, and Tom Allison.

Mrs. Hoffman as her students see her at
the front of the class during the semester.
Her warm smile and willingness to aid stu-
dents in mathematical quandries have
made her one of ROHS' most respected
teachers.




Mrs. Miller personifies government in action.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Social studies have become one of the most essential fields in
education and an important part of every ROHS student's curric-
ulum.

Ninth graders studied civics, a course dealing with state and local
government. They learned some basic psychology and person-
ality training which aided them in adjusting to high school life.
Sophomores learned of "Man's Great Adventure' in world history
classes. Although not required, most tenth graders were anxious
to know what riches they could get by looking into the depths of
Cheops' pyramid or how they would have burned at the stake if
they were Joan of Arc.

"The Nadir of National Disgrace," ''taxation without representa-
tion," and "all men are created equal' became familiar phrases
to all juniors in their U.S. history classes. The study of our coun-
try, which is a two semester course, proved interesting but com-
plicated to many an | 1th grader.

"Where's the government study sheet?' was a cry heard often
from 12B's, especially those who had Mrs. Miller (pictures this
page). Her students often wondered where she found time to
prepare all the notes and exams, but when they left 102, they had
a thorough background in government, and were better equipped
to judge and understand their country and its leaders.

Bible history students found the study of comparative religions
enlightening and exciting. The Bible became more than just a
sacred book: students learned psalms, prayers, sayings and the
colorful history connected with them. Classes visited various
churches and synagogues in connection with their studies.

All twelfth graders took sociology and were fascinated by it. In
soc. they learned how to get along with and understand the peo-
ple in the world around them. They grew to understand why
people behave as they do and the importance of an open mind




Pointing out one of the main sociological problems in
Mr. Gange's class are Shirley Tenney and Jean Wolfe.

Delving into their "American Observers" in government
class are (l. to r.) Julie Porter, Josie Johnson, JoLinda
Pratt, Raoul LePage, Bob Schwauker, and John Smith.

Listening to Mr. Jackson in U. S. history are (l. to r.)
Sally Nampa, Tom Wolfe, Dorothy Sabo, Andy Morrow,
Joanne Steele, Richard Ventura, John Springer, Joanne
Robinson, David Sparks, and Mike Olejniczak.

Teddie Wicktor and Jim Johnson re-enact a divinical
dousing for Bible history class members Judy Meyer,
Bob Taylor, Nowana Maynard, and Margie Bradshaw.

Discovering places of interest to world history students
are (l. to r.) Bea Locy, Roberta Braman, Sandy Girvin,
Judy Patton, Bob Davis, Rose Marie Loomis, and Roger
Pollock.

In Mr. Johnson's civics class, Barbara Gerrold, Linda
Chambers, Harry Radclyff, Dick Merkle, Mildred Pense
and Kathy Crosby are studying the possibilities of an
atomic attack.




Drawing lines of force for physics are (l. to r.) Barbara Heid, Betty Fries, John Hall,

Walter Allan, and Don Marsh.

SCIENCE CLASSES

Busily pouring iron filings for a magnetic field
demonstration is Mr. Rathsburg.

Many sophomores, juniors, and seniors, in pre-
Earing for majors or a minor in science, have
ad many different experiences which have add-
ed a bit of spice to the process of learning.

None will forget Mr. Strain in Biology | proving
to one and all his immunity to poison ivy, by
eating some; or his leaf collections of red oak,
white maple, and Chinese elm of which he was
so proud.

It was from the humdrum routine of Biology I,
we entered the hectic rat race of Biology 2 with
instructor, Mr. Tenhave, the smiling Dutchman.
The cheerful hours spent dissecting grasshoppers,
worms, crayfish, frogs, and tabby cats left stu-
dents with a feeling of nausea. The periods were
enlivened, however, by the attempts to capture
a terrified screech owl and an allegedly anes-
thetized frog that was leaping across the table
during dissection. Practical jokers were repri-
manded for putting dead frogs and live mice in
the girls' purses.

In the junior year came chemistry, with its smells
and its mysterious chemicals in odd shaped bot-
tles, and of course, the professors Hursh and
Rathsburg. The sulphur experiments, the making
of nitric acid, the flash powder episodes, along
with the "experiments" served to keep the class
in stitches.

Finally, tired seniors reached physics, the top of
the ladder. The students were bewildered by the
maze of weird apparatus, and taken aback by
Herr Rathsburg. They scorched their fingers on
the expansion experiment, electrocuted each
other with the static machine, received mashed
fingers by falling weights (testing the theory of
graviy). and barely passed sneak tests which
served to keep them on their toes, if nothing
else.

Nevertheless, at the end of three years, the grad-
uates are ready to apply their new-found knowl-
edge to the outside world, whether it is to be
raising chickens, mixing paint, or fixing a broken
radio.




Crayfish meet their doom in biology class as dissec-
tion is done by students (. to r.) Martha Cavanagh,
Frank Sturgell, Allan Kemp, Ken Castell, Jim Rae,
Judy Howie, Marge Dormeier, Sue Schuler, and
Nancy Stubrich.

Experimenting in general science are (l. to r.)
Ron Michels, Bill Bales, Dave Hubbard, Joyce Hay-
ward, Jim Cowan, Sandy Chamberlain and Sue
Carpenter.

An unusual chemistry experiment is performed by
students (I. to r.) Bill Braeuninger, Roger Mumbrue,
Bob Brown, Dick Bader, Jane Lauer, Bob Duff, Don-
na Alpert and Bonnie Snider.




Studying for a French exam are: First row (.
to r.) Evelyn Loyal, Kay Lane, and Virginia
Parker. Second row: Janet Ammerman, Har-
vey Ruskin, and Jane Lauer. Third row: Pat
Bowles, Yoey Swan, Karen Sadler, Lynn
Stanaback. Fourth row: Shirley Luetzow,
Dorothy Sabo, and Sandra Edmonds. Fifth
row: Mary Williams, Nancy Freeman, Klaus
Haas, Roger Jacobs, Joan Feige, Sally
Nampa and Elaine Hartje.

Ruth Wickham is proving she knows her Span-
ish geography to Keith Carney, Lucas Nere-
sian, June May, Barbara Bidwell, and Nels
Nelson.

In Latin class (. to r.) Charles Seidel, Norman
Spencer, Ellen Katzman, Janet Birnkrant, and
Jerry Keyes seem to be wondering about that
old, old saying, "When in Rome, do as the
Romans do."

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

"Habla Usted Expanol?" "Veni, Vedi, Vici." and "Parlez vous francais?"
became familiar phrases to all ROHS foreign language students in Spanish,

Miss Hetzman is correcting a Latin and French classes.

sentence for her Latin class. Some have passed through the doors of 324, forgetting all English for a while,
in order to learn Spanish from Mrs. Rowe, "la profesora." During the semester
students studied the history and culture of Spain and Latin American coun-
tries, besides the language itself.
Caesar came, saw and conquered, but in doing so he caused many a Latin
student considerable consternation. After learning the composition of this
most difficult romance language the first year, students delved into translat-
ing stories of Julius Caesar with the assistance of their teachers, Miss Hetz-
man and Mrs. Young.
Making "ous" sound like "0o" was the task tackled by French students in
304. Mr. Matthews, the French instructor, provided records, a French
newspaper and other special activities to make the study of that language
more enjoyable.
ROHS students who took even one of the above, may have had diffi-
culty. All of them realized, however, how much better they understood their
own native tongue, for English is nothing more than a mixture of all of these
romance languages.




Room arrangements are looked over by home
arts students (l. to r.) Jeannie Grayson,
Florenge Stickel, Janice Kline, Karen Nieman,
Carol <ifhompson, Dorothy Drinkert, Bev Col-
lins, Pat Roberts, lva Beaudin and Eillene
Smith.

Baking cookies in the foods class is taken
seriously by (l. to r.) Sharon Kingsbury,
Donna Kennedy, Bob Jackson, Karen Brod-
erick, Lynn Livingston, and Ronald Hulbert.

"How does it look?" asks Judy Johnson of her
clothing classmates (l. to r.) Eillene Smith,
Pat Christian, Betty Hannaford and Gail
Pelkey.

“HOME ARTS”

The home arts courses included foods, clothing, child care, and home decora-
tion. Although these courses were designed primarily for girls, some boys
enrolled.

One of the most popular classes in this department was foods. Students in
these classes learned about the nutritional values of foods as well as how to
cook them. They were responsible for the delicious odors that came out of
218 and often made cookies and cakes for important school functions.
Clothing students made skirts in their first two semesters of study, but by
the end of their second year, they were able to make coats® and fancy
formals. The highlight of the year was the fashion show when students
modeled the apparel which they had made.

Those in child care were taught home nursing by a local Red Cross worker.
They also learned how to understand and take care of youngsters.
Students in Mrs. Bohlen's home arts class studied color schemes and decora-
tion for the home. As a part of their final project, they made and furnished
a model room; many of these were displayed in the lobby cases at the end
of the semester.
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Mrs. Bohlen shows her classes
some useful items for the home.




COMMERCIAL
CLASSES

Many ROHS seniors will leave school to go straight
into the business world, and, through the many com-
mercial courses offered, will be prepared to do a
good job.

A basic commercial subject was typing. At first the
course was difficult and all attempts at learning the
keyboard seemed futile. But in time, this feat was
accomplished and students were able to advance
into more difficult exercises, business letters, bills,
contracts, and outline forms.

After typing, shorthand first appeared to be an easy
subject but it didn't take long to learn otherwise.
It has been said that to take shorthand is com-
parable to learning a whole new language.
Perhaps one of the most fascinating commercial
courses offered here is office machines. This class
enabled students to learn the complicated pro-
cedures by which various office machines are
operated.

Filing is a course which is necessary to every student
entering the business field.

Especially helpful for the girl who planned to step
out of high school into an office was "model of-
fice." In this class she was able to learn actual
office procedures.

Students who have chosen selling and related pro-
fessions found retailing, taught by Mr. Robinson,
an interesting and helpful course.

Two commercial subjects not directly related to
the actual field are commercial law, which concerns
itself with legal cases involved in commerce, and
consumer's economics which studies the trends in
the cost of living and rising prices.

A student who took the many courses offered at
this school, was prepared to enter the commercial

field.

Bank courier on the co-operative training program is senior
Pat Martin.

Sue Pickard argues her case in  Looking over consumers’ econom- Retailing looks like fun for Marcia
commercial law as Howard Beck- ics pictures are Joyce Jilbert, Wittmer, Joan Sobosky, Ron Tay-
man, Pat Martin, Mary Davies, David Pickens, and Karen Marvic- lor, Judy Beggs and Pat Pelkey.
Mike Coffeen, Dick Jordan and  sin.

Steve Kerns listen.
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Working at the bank by the co-operative training program are Kay Brid-
ges and Donna Robar.

Learning to type are (l. to r.) In model office are (l. to r.) Mr. Spector is teaching book-

Carol Dagon, Kathleen Jelvin, Elaine Cummings, Carol Kimmel keeping to Vicky Fox as Joyce Jil-

Tom Wolfe and Jim Lavett. and Joy Cooper. bert, John Novich and Betty Smith
look on.




Working in print shop are Roger
Sides and Mike Donaghue.

N

Making the big pile of shavings
in wood shop is Dick Hopkins
while Chuck Chamberlain works

at another machine.
22

Metal shop appears intriguing as
Reynold Meisegeier, Arthur Far-
ley and Jim Buhl work on one of
the machines.




Sketches are done in mechanical
drawing by Lanny Le Blanc, Bob
Jones, Robert Jamron and Jack

L'Hate.

VOCATIONAL
CLASSES

Aside from purely academic subjects, the manual
training courses in ROHS were preparation for
skilled jobs after graduation and provided practi-
cal experience which enabled students to work
while going to school.

In the wood shop, boys learned to operate lathes,
bandsaws, drills, and the other power machines re-
lated to wood working. They were taught to operate
the metal lathes, milling machines, and stamps in

the metal shop.

After a course in auto mechanics, a pupil could
take apart and reassemble any part of a car.

The print shop gave basic training in all phases
of typesetting, lithograph, and operation of the
presses. Nearly all the multitude of forms, passes,
slips, and cards that were necessary to the school
were made here.

The mechanical drawing courses taught students
how to draw blueprints, diagram engine parts, or

other complex apparatus. These courses were of
considerable importance to those whose talents ran
in the direction of practical mechanics, which, af-
ter all, is the basic foundation of the era in which

we live.

Sorting type in the print shop are Al Smith, Bob Runnels, Jim Tariar,
Kurt Dernberger and "John Bark- and Mike Swarthout examine var-

kari.

23

ious geometrical figures in Mr.
Edmond's mechanical drawing
class.







Sports are an essential portion in the beam
of a student's passage through high school and
are represented in the second ray of our
prism.

In this field many of us emitted but a dull and
half-hearted glow, while some shone brightly;
all found pleasure, but few excelled. Those who
did, however, gained for themselves honor,
prestige, and a feeling of deep pride, for they
not only showed themselves to be outstanding,
but reaped awards and honor for their school.

Many years from now, sports and physical ex-
cellence may have no part in the curriculum
of a high school, and honor and pride may be
won only through intellectual means, but now,
and we are very glad of it, sports are a neces-
sary and most enjoyable part of school life.
Following a great fall sports season in which
our football and cross-country teams added to
Royal Oak prestige in Michigan prep circles,
the basketball season came into the limelight.
The cagers provided many thrills, although the
season wasn't outstanding. Included was a big
upset over Fordson.

The swimming team, however, really rated the
headlines. They splashed from one victorious

SPORTS

meet to another. These included a terrific up-
set over Fordson, which broke the opponent's
thirty-three meet winning streak, and a close
win over Grosse Pointe. The natators won the
B.C.L. championship and also were the state's
only undefeated Class A swimming team. The
climax of this year's season came when Royal
Oak captured fourth place in the state finals.

The team was supported by a great showing of
school spirit.

Before the snow began to melt, our track,
baseball, tennis, and golf teams took to the
field. By April the teams were rounded into
shape and eagerly awaited their opening con-
tests.

At the beginning of the season, ROHS was only
two and one-half points behind Grosse Pointe
in the chase for the B.C.L. Sweepstakes Trophy,
and we all hoped that the outcome of the
spring season would bring us that long-sought-
after cup.

All the teams did a great job and were res-
ponsible for a glorious ending to the school
year.
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First row: (l. to r.) Dave Pickens (mgr.), Darrell Harper, Bob Grundeman, Roger
Sides, Bob Kelley, Art Bromley, Bill Braeuninger, and Bob Glover (mgr.). 2nd row:
Ed Heideman (mgr.), Larry Rightler, Gene Filippis, Bob McCall, Jim Zalenski, Jim
Eilertsen, Bud Allen and Coach Don Bray.

Roger Sides and Darrell Harper
fight for the ball with a Wyan-
dotte player.

Captain Roger Sides

Senior Bob Grundeman




Harper waits as Bob Kelley
reaches for the ball in the Wyan-
dotte game.

Art Bromley watches as Bob Kel-

ley reaches for the jump ball
against Fordson.

SUMMARY

Opp.

Pontiac 49

Birmingham

Grosse Pointe 62
Monroe 58
Wyandotte 4|
Highland Park 87
Fordson 54
Denby 67
Ferndale 50
Grosse Pointe 62
Monroe 60
Wyandotte 51
Hazel Park 43
Highland Park 52
Fordson 61

Playing hard during the Grosse
Pointe game are Bob Grundeman,
Darrell Harper, Roger Sides, and
Bob Kelley.

Reach, Bob.

Roger Sides and Bob Kelley watch
Art Bromley take the ball away
from Grosse Pointe.

The basketball team this season provided thrills at every
home game. Although not compiling a large number of victories,
the cagers dropped a couple of games that could very easily
have been won by a single break.

The Oaks' overall record was six victories and nine defeats.
In BCL competition Royal Oak earned fourth place with a four
wins-six losses season. In the regional tournament our cagers
were defeated in the opening round with Hazel Park.

Included in the victories was a thrilling 62-58 decision over
Fordson. The Oaks completely dominated the play and with-
stood a last minute rally by the Tractors to post one of the big-
gest upsets in the state for the 1954-55 season. Last minute
rallies on the part of Grosse Pointe and Highland Park nipped
further upset hopes of Royal Oak.

Captain Roger Sides and guard Bob Grundeman paced the
Oaks' attack. These two were only two graduating seniors, so
next year's team will be built around a well-experienced nucleus
of veterans.

This season also saw the retirement of Coach Don Bray
after seven years leading the varsity squad.
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JIM JOHNSON
Co-captain

DOUG WIDTH

U. of D. High
Grosse Pointe
Hazel Park
Monroe
Ferndale
Wyandotte
Trenton
Highland Park
Fordson
Ferndale
Grosse Pointe
Monroe
Wyandotte
Highland Park

Fordson

SWIMMING

RUSS SEAMAN
Co-captain

EARLE SPOHN

LARRY MASON

Royal Oak's 1954-55 swimming team compiled
Michigan's only unbeaten record of the season,
winning all fifteen of its dual meets.

Included in coach Art Solow's splashers' ten
Border Cities League victories were a pair of
decisions over traditional enemy, Fordson.
Individual stars of the year were Russ Seaman,
who co-captained the team along with Jim
Johnson, and Andy Morrow. Seaman’s special-
ties were the fifty yard freestyle and individual
medley, while Morrow concentrated on the dis-
tance freestyle races. Both were consistent win-
ners for the Oaks.

In the class A State Meet at East Lansing, Mor-
row captured the two hundred and four hundred

yard freestyle events to pace Royal Qak to a
tourth place finish.




Waiting as Ron Barnes and Bob Manser ROHS diver, Larry Kelly
dive in are Bob Denison and Doug

Width.
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First row: (l. to r.) Coach Art Solow, Duane Platt, Reed. 3rd row: Larry Baker (mgr.), Mike Nord-
Earle Spohn, Russ Seaman, Jim Johnson, Larry  strom, Ronald Woody, Art Beasley, Ralph Nutter,
Mason. 2nd row: Ron Barnes, Tom Last, Andy Mor-  Dave Gilanders, and Jerry Richardson (magr.).

row, Collin Stafford, Bob Leich, Larry Kelly, Barry Diving i Andy M "
iving in as Andy Morrow reaches the

dge is D Platt. Watchi D
Andy Morrow, ROHS freestyle star. sv;;di}:sant::lar;(euss aSeamaan.C ing are Doug
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First row (I. to r.) Ron Barnes, Robert Dingman, Ken
Winsauer, Gordon Kreiner, Jerry Steinard, Evans Webb,
Bill Burton, George Boyd, Bob Kauppi.

Second row, Jerry Kellstrom, Ed Bartz, Ralph Forbes,
Jerry Snider, Fred Mester, Gene Filippis, Mike Nord-
strom, Wiley Wendell, John Badoud.

Third row, Coach Stange, Norm Larson, Lee Burnett,
Claude Hull, Fred Thompson, Jerry Hendershot, Ron
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Jones, Don Otero, Bill Braeuninger, William Holdsworth,
Bob Taylor, Bruce Lowery, Bill Stouffer, Bob Vogan,
Charles Richards, Ross Forbes, Dave Edgerly, Coach
Hursh.

Fourth row, George Sheridan, Chuck Wiethuff, Don
Kitzmiller, John Davis, Jim McGran, John Kaehler, Roger
Sides, Jim Eilertson, Bob Spencer, Bob, Walsh, John
York, Jim Zalenski.

Coach Hursh Coach Stange

TRACK

With eighteen seniors serving as a nucleus, Royal Qak's track
team began its practice early in March. Additional strength was
supplied by promising underclassmen.

After taking second place in BCL competition last year, Coaches
Richard Hursh and Ed Stange looked forward to one of Royal
Oak's finest seasons in the past decade.

The stiffest competition was expected from Fordson, annual BCL
track power, Grosse Pointe and Highland Park.

The schedule was as follows:
April 15

April 19

April 22

April 26

April 29

John Kaehler

Highland Park

at Fordson

Hazel Park
Waterford Township
Wyandotte

at Grosse Pointe
Berkley

Monroe
Regionals

State Finals

May 3
May 6
May 10
May 14

Don Otero May 21




Ed Bartz

Graduating seniors are, first row (l. to r.), Gordon
Kreiner, Bill Burton, Jerry Steinard, John York, Wiley
Wendell.

Second row, Ron Jones, Fred Mester, Don Otero,
John Eilertson, Roger Sides.

Third row, Jerry Hendershot, Ed Bartz, Jerry Kell-
strom, Bob Walsh.

e

Jerry Snider, Mike Nord-
strom, Gene Filippis.

Bill Braeuninger,
Roger Sides, Don
Otero.

Jim Eilertsen, John Kaehler, Jerry Hendershot.
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Warming up are Art Bromley and Joe Vestrand. RO's sluggers line up, (l. to r.) Danny Harrison, John
Springer, Joe Vestrand, Bud Allen, Art Bromley, and
Bob Kelley.

BASEBALL SCHEDULE

April 19 Highland Park
This spring Royal Oak's baseball April 23 at Grosse Pointe
team was made up almost entirely April 26 at Monroe
of lower classmen. Art Bromley and April 29 at Fordson
Bob Kelley were the only seniors on May 3 Wyandotte
the squad. May 10 Grosse Pointe

The team lacked the experience to May 13 Monroe

put them at the top of BCL stand- May 17 Fordson
ings this year, but Coaches Manilla May 19 at Wyandotte
and MclLean were building for the May 24 at Highland Park
future. May 31 Ferndale

First row, (l. to r.) Herb Deromedi, Dan Harrison, John Joe Vestrand, Coach McLean.

Sekeres, Roger Groulx, Bob McGarva, Jerry Patenaude, Third row, Jim Miller, Bud Middauch, Bob Arthur, Ken
Ken Heikkinen, Paul Alpert. Castell, Darrell Harper, Bob Kelley, Art Bromley, Bud
Second row, Coach Manilla, John Springer, Larry Right- Allen, Fred Allor, Jim Kallio.
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